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my colleagues today to join me in rec-
ognizing this great American, Bill Bell. 
On behalf of the United States House of 
Representatives, the residents of Dur-
ham, North Carolina, and the people of 
the First Congressional District, I ex-
press my sincere appreciation for 
Mayor Bill Bell’s elective service, his 
dedicated service, and I wish him noth-
ing but my best wishes in the months 
and years to come. 

I thank Bill Bell for his leadership. 
f 

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when 
teenagers select universities to attend, 
they assume that their school will pro-
tect and take care of them if some-
thing horrible occurs. Hannah was no 
different when she decided to attend 
Howard University in 2006. But on a 
Friday night of her sophomore year, 
she realized how deeply misplaced her 
trust in the school was. 

On that night, Hannah and her 
friends went to a fellow student’s house 
party. It was a typical college evening 
filled with dancing and laughter, but it 
wasn’t until the party began to wind 
down that Hannah’s friends noticed she 
was missing. Hannah was always very 
safety conscious and never wandered 
off alone, so her friends were imme-
diately worried and began frantically 
looking for her in the house. They 
called her name and searched the en-
tire first floor. Hannah was nowhere to 
be found. 

They tried to go upstairs to search 
the second floor, but a man grabbed 
them and forced them down the stairs. 
He said that nobody was allowed to go 
upstairs. Hannah’s friends argued with 
him. They screamed her name and 
threatened to call the police. 

Just as the situation was escalating, 
Hannah appeared at the top of the 
stairs. She was a mess. She was con-
fused, and she was barely able to walk 
or to speak. The girls took Hannah by 
the arms and immediately left the 
house. Something really awful had hap-
pened to her, so they rushed her to the 
Howard University emergency room. 

Mr. Speaker, here is where the uni-
versity system completely failed her. 
When the doctor finally came to see 
Hannah, he told her she was too drunk 
and she should go home and just sleep 
it all off. The friends begged the doctor 
to give her a rape kit, but he just re-
fused and sent them away. 

This is malpractice, Mr. Speaker. 
Rape kits can provide critically impor-
tant evidence in sexual assault cases, 
especially cases where the victim has 
been drugged. 

When Hannah woke up the next 
morning, she was in so much pain she 
could barely walk, so she called the po-
lice and returned to the university 
emergency room for a rape kit. But be-
cause Hannah couldn’t remember ex-

actly what happened and who her as-
sailant was, the police and the hospital 
staff again refused to conduct a rape 
kit. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of a rape 
kit is to find out who the assailant 
was. 

Desperate and denied any assistance 
from her own university, Hannah still 
reached out for help. She went to 
George Washington University Hos-
pital, but they told her that, since she 
was denied a rape kit at Howard Uni-
versity, she was not allowed to get one 
at this hospital. Hannah sought help 
and was rejected at every turn. 

This is tragic, Mr. Speaker. 
Most of us have kids. A lot of them 

go to universities—all four of mine did; 
three of them are girls—and we expect 
universities to do something to protect 
those students when a crime is com-
mitted against them. The doctors and 
medical staff at both university hos-
pitals were apparently not trained to 
deal with traumatized rape victims, 
and they were clearly ignorant of how 
important forensic evidence is after an 
assault. 

So to ensure this doesn’t happen to 
more victims, I have introduced legis-
lation that would require a university 
to provide access to a nurse or a doctor 
who is properly trained to provide med-
ical care for trauma rape victims or 
have a plan in place to quickly get a 
victim to a nearby hospital. Univer-
sities must have a plan in place or have 
access to a staffer. 

This bill is named the Megan Rondini 
Act in honor of another college rape 
victim from Texas, who was at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. She was denied 
proper post-rape treatment at a hos-
pital. Eventually, she took her own life 
because of the fact that no one paid at-
tention to her. 

This bill will ensure victims can ac-
cess the care they need. Having a 
SAFE, sexual assault forensic exam-
iner, or a SANE, sexual assault nurse 
examiner, for rape victims at univer-
sities ensures that rape kits are prop-
erly examined and collected. 

Universities not only need to have 
access to a SAFE, but they need to 
have a victim advocate trained in sex-
ual assault on campus, and all rape 
kits from students and nonstudents 
must be quickly analyzed so that the 
offender can be determined. 

Mr. Speaker, there are thousands of 
rape kits all over the country sitting 
on police shelves that just haven’t been 
examined. This is awful. 

Hannah was denied justice because of 
incompetence. Victims are people, too, 
Mr. Speaker, and schools, especially, 
should be prepared to deal with sexual 
assault victims; otherwise, there will 
be more victims like Hannah. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING CONWELL-EGAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
today I recognize Conwell-Egan Catho-
lic High School and the $5 million con-
tribution they received to help educate 
the next generation of students in 
Bucks County. This gift, in recognition 
of the school’s continued success, was 
donated by a 1972 graduate who wanted 
to thank his teachers for all they did 
to help shape his life. 

The benefactor, Mr. Tom Lynch, said 
he gave the gift because ‘‘anything is 
possible when you get a good edu-
cation.’’ This quote rings true in the 
ears of every American. The oppor-
tunity to learn from a young age is a 
critical experience. Continued support 
for our teachers and our schools is of 
the utmost importance. 

With this donation, Conwell-Egan 
plans to set a significant amount aside 
for scholarships and tuition assistance 
for families in need in our area. Gen-
erous contributions like these allow 
our educational institutions to grow 
and to offer greater support to our 
communities. 

I congratulate Conwell-Egan, and we 
all thank Mr. Lynch for supporting 
such a great institution. 

RECOGNIZING PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the players, 
coaches, and staff of the Palisades High 
School football team and to congratu-
late them on an incredible season. With 
their consistent displays of grit and te-
nacity, the Palisades Pirates should be 
proud of what they accomplished: a 13– 
1 season and the best record in Pali-
sades football history. 

Although their season ended with a 
tough loss in the playoffs, the Pali-
sades Pirates football team should hold 
their heads high. They have worked 
hard, and they have made their com-
munity proud. 

To the fans, friends, and families who 
have supported Palisades, we offer our 
congratulations. To all those who work 
with and support organized youth 
sports in our district, we offer our 
thanks. To the young student athletes 
on the Palisades football team, I say: 
Well done. I hope that you take the les-
sons of cooperation and determination 
that you have learned on the field with 
you when you step off the field. Our 
community is very proud of you. 

f 

INNOVATION IN MINNESOTA’S 
SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the 2017 recipi-
ents of the Greater St. Cloud Develop-
ment Corporation Innovation Award. 
These four recipients received their 
awards for their ability to incorporate 
new and inventive ideas into their 
field. 

I want to first congratulate Mighty 
Axe Hops in Foley for receiving the 
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For-Profit Emerging Company Award, 
which highlights their contributions to 
the hop industry and their efforts to 
develop an experimental hop yard. 

Cybermation of Waite Park received 
the For-Profit Established Company 
Award for decades of work in digital 
healthcare technology for seniors. 
Cybermation has been innovating since 
1996. 

I also want to recognize the Talahi 
Community School for receiving the 
Nonprofit Organization Award for the 
school’s commitment to building Min-
nesota’s premier adaptive playground 
in St. Cloud. 

Finally, I want to recognize Jugaad 
for also receiving a Nonprofit Organiza-
tion Award for their Jugaad Leadership 
Program in St. Cloud that trains mem-
bers of underrepresented communities 
with the knowledge and skills to 
produce grassroots change. 

Again, congratulations to all of this 
year’s award winners. I thank them for 
their innovation and contribution to 
our communities. 

CAPITAL ONE’S GENEROSITY 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Capital One and its 
executive team and employees for their 
generosity and their commitment to 
the local communities they serve. 

Capital One has generously contrib-
uted to the Boys and Girls Club of Cen-
tral Minnesota to support the organiza-
tion’s mission to enable young people 
to reach their full potential. 

Capital One’s $15,000 grant to fund 
Project Learn helps advance a focus on 
equipping kids with coding skills to 
meet the needs of the future. STEM 
and tech-related skills are important 
to the future of our Nation, and Capital 
One is making a significant investment 
in our future leaders. 

Since 2012, Capital One has donated 
over $80,000 to the Boys and Girls Club 
of Central Minnesota. 

Again, I want to thank Capital One 
for their commitment to the young 
people of central Minnesota. We are 
blessed to have them and their team in 
our community and in the great State 
of Minnesota. 

NEVER GIVE UP 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to congratulate an amazing con-
stituent of mine for his talent and per-
severance. From 2003 to 2008, Mick 
Schultz from Kimball, Minnesota, was 
a professional snowmobile racer. 

In 2008, while competing at a na-
tional snocross race, Mike was in a 
snowmobile accident that resulted in 
the loss of his left leg. After such a 
devastating experience, no one would 
have thought less of Mike if he stopped 
competing, but Mike Schultz did not 
give up. Instead, he was racing again at 
the national level in less than 8 
months. Over the past 10 years, Mike 
has earned eight gold medals at the X 
Games in adaptive motocross. 

Mike would not allow his accident to 
keep him from sharing his talent and 
spirit with the world. Mike’s talent, 
however, is not limited to racing snow-
mobiles. 

In 2010, Mike began snowboarding as 
research for his company, BioDapt, 
which develops prosthetic equipment 
for athletes. This led him to compete 
as a member of the U.S. Snowboarding 
team. He is now in his fourth season. 

As if all of his other accomplish-
ments are not enough, Mike is now a 
Kellogg’s cereal celebrity. Over the 
years, immensely talented athletes 
have graced boxes of Frosted Flakes, 
and we are proud that this year Mike 
joins the ranks. 

I am honored to congratulate Mike 
on all of his incredible accomplish-
ments and his recognition by Kellogg’s. 
Mike is proof of what a person can ac-
complish when he confronts life’s chal-
lenges head-on. Mike is a winner and 
an example to us all. We are proud and 
honored that he is a member of our 
community. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT DISCUSSIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I am always grateful to have this 
preeminent privilege of standing in the 
well of the Congress of the United 
States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to an-
nounce that three prominent Demo-
crats have asked to meet with me to 
discuss impeachment. 

b 1030 

Mr. Speaker, I will meet with them 
in my office, and here is what I will 
say: 

I will tell them that impeachment is 
not about Democrats. It is not about 
Republicans. I will tell them it is about 
democracy. It is about government of 
the people, by the people, for the peo-
ple. I will tell them that it is about the 
Republic and that it is about what 
Franklin said: We have a Republic, if 
we can keep it. 

I will tell them that I refuse to sit on 
the sidelines while the world is consid-
ering one of the greatest issues of our 
time. I will tell them that I will con-
tinue to be a part of this great debate. 

I will tell them these words I have 
heard, but I do not know the origin of. 
I will tell them that if a man does not 
keep pace with his companions, per-
haps he hears a different drummer. Let 
him step to the music he hears, how-
ever measured, however far away. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell them that to-
morrow we will bring Articles of Im-
peachment to the floor of the Congress 
of the United States of America for a 
vote. 

f 

NATIONAL MINERS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate National Miners Day. 

National Miners Day is recognized on 
December 6 each year, and I want to 

express my deep appreciation to the 
hundreds of thousands of men and 
women who work in our Nation’s quar-
ries, dredge operations, and other mine 
facilities to help build and power our 
Nation. 

These workers do a great deal to ex-
tract the materials found in every 
home, building, road, bridge, and public 
works project. 

U.S. domestic production and use of 
stone, sand, and gravel, or aggregates, 
amounted to 2.5 million tons of crushed 
stone, valued at $25 billion. The U.S. 
Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion has reported that, throughout its 
40 facilities, almost 3,000 people in my 
home State of Alabama owe their jobs 
to aggregates mining. 

While performing this critical func-
tion, workers in the aggregates sector 
have helped make workplaces the 
safest they have ever been. In fact, 2016 
marked the 16th consecutive year in 
which the industry reduced its injury 
rate from the year-earlier level. The 
rate stood at the record low level of 
just 1.95 injuries per 200,000 hours 
worked. 

I applaud the safe practices of the ag-
gregates industry and the hardworking 
men and women who are helping to 
continue this positive trend. 

As chairman of the House Workforce 
Protections Subcommittee, I look for-
ward to continuing to work with the 
Labor Department’s Mine Safety and 
Health Administration to advance 
smart regulation and preventive en-
forcement that can help keep the work-
place safe. 
HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. LAUREL BLACKWELL 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember the life of Dr. Lau-
rel Blackwell. Laurel recently passed 
away after fighting cancer and other 
medical issues. 

Laurel was raised at her childhood 
farm home in Monticello, Iowa. She ob-
tained an associate’s degree from 
Cottey College in Missouri and a bach-
elor’s degree from the University of 
Northern Iowa. She later earned her 
doctorate in administration of higher 
education from the University of Ala-
bama. 

After an early career in K–12 edu-
cation, she started working in Ala-
bama’s community college system. She 
rose from serving as a tutor to becom-
ing the director of adult education at 
Wallace Community College in Dothan, 
Alabama, and the director of workforce 
development at Southern Union Com-
munity College in Opelika, Alabama. 
Ultimately, she would become the 
president of Chattahoochee Valley 
Community College in Phenix City, 
Alabama. 

During my time as chancellor of Ala-
bama’s community college system, I 
grew to know Laurel as a very profes-
sional and dependable colleague. I ap-
preciated her honest and direct ap-
proach to the issues we faced together. 

During her career, she held numerous 
roles in professional and civic organi-
zations. She was recognized with a Girl 
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